Tatjana Aparac-Jdusic
Round Table:
Digitd Libraries: Challenges, Expectations and Posshilities of Future Cooperation

Today it is widdy accepted tha libraries, information sysems and services are getting greetly
and increesngly dafected by the rgpid evolution of the digitd age in dl of ther functions. In
comparison to print resources, digitd resources are condderably different in the way they are
used, accessed and retrieved. The use of digitd resources depends on effective humant
computer interaction. It is dso drongly affected by users demands & needs, by the design
and organisttion of content offered, as wel as by the ways of acquiring new knowledge and
ills

For dl these reasons it seemed important to propose and organise Round Table on DLs and
give the invited paticipants and audience an opportunity for discussng new chdlenges and
expectations as well as posshilities of the future cooperation between Croatian experts in the
wider fied of computer stience and information sciences.

The main god of such cooperdive efforts should be to ensure an effective and efficient flow
of information from the generators and information providers to Croaian usars in the digitd
environment, by employing dl intdlectud cgpabilities and technicd support avaladle Due to
the complexity of requirements caused by the changing environment, it is no longer possble
for Crodian information specidids to act without being continuoudy doreest of new methods
and techniques or without exchanging ther visons and idess with colleagues in other fidds
and disciplines interested in the topic.

Thus, the intention was to address the changing and chdlenging environment for libraries and
informetion sysems in the digitd age with the emphass on examining contemporary
problems, advances and solutions in Croatia Professor Kdpic and colleegues Mirna Willer,
Predrag Pde and Damir Boras, as well a LIS dudent Kordjka Golub, were invited to discuss
with the Char of the Pand some of the DL issues reated to new chadlenges, expectations and
ther views of possble cooperation among Croatian specididts.

Themes and problems suggested to be gpproached during the discusson vary from concepts,
methods, techniques, a variety of DLs agpects such as sdection, organization, preservation to
presentation of digital resources, information networks and networked co-operdtion, as wdl as
to services offered, access problems, questions rdated to the users, the use of the Internet and
the role of information professonds.

The questions that arose from these topics were:

Which chdlenges do you find in the DL concept?

What can we aspect from DLsin our community, primarily the academic one?

In which direction and areas could co-operation best develop?

How to plan devdopment of digitd collections, nationd ressarch digitd library, or any other
DL?

Who should be in charge of specfic parts and who should be responsble for naiond
planning?

In his discusson professor Kapic pointed out severd topics of grest importance in the
academic community including copyright issues ways of simulating producers of academic
materid for making it web accessble, and the per-review process for web published materid
and criteriafor evaluating it.

Dr. Boras expressed his opinion in regard to the importance of DLs as sources of knowledge
and pointed out that the academic maerid provided on the web should be criticaly reviewed.
He suggested that al curriculamust be put on the web.



In expressing her opinion aout the purpose of library, M. Willer, Msc discussed issues
related to professond dandads, methods and techniques developed ingde the LIS
community which could serve as a solid base in the digitd environment. She dso taked
about ways of building up the digitd library as a sysem, with a specid atention to its
functiond pats a wdl as problens rdated to the digitized material presarvetion, its
lengthiness and the need to develop methods and techniques for the long-term preservation.

P. Pde, Msc raised the issue of the DL purpose - whom it is assgned to, and how to chose the
right saff for it. His concern was adso related to access and retrieval issues of the DLs as well
asto the organisation of the web in relation to the transparency of its content.

Miss Golub presented a digitd collection of exam literature for LIS sudents at the Faculty of
Philosophy, University of Zagreb, and the purpose to which it has been built. She pointed out
advances of creating digita collections of various subject arees such as pecid collections and
exam literature collections, & which case sudents of Smilar sciences and disciplines from dl
over Croatia could cooperate and make good use of them.

The paticipants from the audience (eight of them) arose severd other questions and issues
such as metadata, collecting information relaied to DLS usars and use, avalability of full texts
and problems which might arise from it, experience with rdlaled DLs projects in Crodia,
egpecidly with describing dectronic publications and a few digita collections, the urge for
cooperation with publishers etc.

Some suggedtions for future seps were given, induding the importance of meking priority
ligts, deciding about pilot projects for universty textbooks, and deciding about CIP for ER.
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